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masses. The world for Physics is one vast continuous
effect taking the form of change, and its problem is to
discover the laws not which regulate or determine, but
according to which are regulated or determined, these
never-ceasing changes.

It seems then a very questionable plan to import a
pis-aller method of scientific procedure from a sphere
where it seems the only one available, into another where
causal methods in the genuine sense of the word are at
once suggested by the facts themselves. Psychology
will of course always require those methods that seek
for law in default of cause, as so much of the material
it takes in hand presents just those features which have
compelled the physicist in his own sphere to restrict his
attention to laws of change. But this is no reason why
experience in what is most vital and essential to it should
not be treated according to its own nature, instead of
having its inwardly experienced development brought
under the same forms of inductive procedure as are
adopted when discussing the development of a nebula,
say, into a system of suns and worlds. In the latter
case we can discuss the development only from the out-
side, whereas in the case of self-experience, we have "to
get outside of ourselves before we can take up the
spectator's point of view.

What then is this truly causal procedure proper to
the vital view-point, and to the vital view-point only ?
If we are debarred from law are -we not debarred from
order as well, and even from intelligibility ? In answer
to this we may say in the first place that if law is defined
as the means whereby order and intelligibility are intro-
duced within the flow of events, the choice can only lie
between law and nescience. But a synthesis that de-
termines some drift of mental development is not a mere
law descriptive of the process it both induces and directs
but is the cause of that process in the only true sense of
the word, that namely of a cause in action, working out
its own ends in conformity with its own nature. The
nature of a causal agency Is one thing, laws which